
please turn over...

Handkerchiefs at the ready… Welcome to the final 
What Really Wins Money of 2014 (he said, wiping 

a tear from his cheek). I start this issue with a review of 
2014’s newsletters. It is a gentle reminder to you of the 
wealth of profitable ideas, and the fact that all newslet-
ters are available at:  
www.whatreallywinsmoney.co.uk. 

I also keep the profitable betting ideas coming with a 
four-point profit staking plan, forwarded to me by a 
reader who wanted you all to see its potential. 

Plus I’ve gone to the dogs this month and this introduc-
tory article is a ‘thinking aloud’ piece, which showcases 
some of the best greyhound websites.

The Patriarch argues that we can profit by backing 
favourites in horse races, and offers his plan for suc-
cess. If I were to ask you to name me a famous jockey, 
you’d probably include A.P. McCoy in your shortlist. 
The Statman has a love-in with the perennial champion 
jockey and uncovers the profitable McCoy stats to 
follow.

I have been generally happy with the performance of 

the Home-Grown betting systems this year. There’s a 
final update for you within this edition…

The Best Bits of 2014

This is the final newsletter of 2014, so it’s a per-
fect time to look through 2014’s editions of What 

Really Wins Money and pick out the best of the best 
featured strategies. All of the newsletters are available 
at www.whatreallywinsmoney.co.uk.

January
In January, I put forward an argument for why you 
should be a ‘model’. No, I’m not talking page 3 (of the 
Racing Post of course!) – I am talking about looking at 
what’s freely available out there, taking aboard some of 
the better betting ideas and trying them out for yourself; 
that kind of modelling.

Here’s an example: why not take a look at the tipsters 
at www.tipsterwarehouse.co.uk, www.betfan.com or 
www.betsfortoday.com. And here’s the trick to model-
ling: look at their freely available results. Note any 
special strategies or staking plans. At www. 
betsfortoday.com for instance, there’s a service called 
First Place Winners. What I like about this service is its 
unique staking plan. The tipster here backed horses in 
the following manner…

 » 80% of the stake is on the horse to place only.
 » 20% of the stake is on the horse to win only. 

So if you have a good each-way strategy which pro-
duces more placed horses (first, second, and third in an 
8+ runner race) than winners, then toy with this idea.

I would also recommend www.youtube.com. Search 
for ‘Betfair betting strategies’, ‘laying horses’, ‘Betfair 
trading’ and watch the videos. Note any interesting 
staking plans or strategies which can be adapted. I did 
this with a place-only strategy I watched at YouTube, 
got an idea of the rules, and tried it out… all for free.
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I shared with you ideas I modelled from tipsters, such 
as creating odds-on trebles and doubles, the 80/20 stak-
ing plan I talked about above, and focusing on specific 
markets all of the time.

Lucy Collins continued her excellent series of punt-
ing ‘pillars’ (she wrote seven articles which appeared 
throughout 2013 and into 2014, all of which are avail-
able at www.whatreallywinsmoney.co.uk), with two 
separate Betfair trading strategies: technical trading and 
price boundary trading. I was particularly taken with 
price boundary trading.

I also shared my unique each-way horse racing strategy, 
whose focus is only on 8/9 runner races and, uniquely, 
we pick two horses in a race: a ‘usual’ selection and a 
‘speculative’ selection. I have had winners as high as 
142/1 (yes, that’s 142/1) this year, and only recently 
picked 35/1 and 24/1 winners on consecutive days. 
Selections are available to follow at www.whatreally-
winsmoney.co.uk.

February
February’s newsletter is usually dedicated to the Chel-
tenham Festival, which begins in the second week of 
March. March’s newsletter began with a superb football 
trading strategy which I shared with you, a strategy 
which forms part of my Delay React Trade (DRT) 
group of strategies (see www.drt.club).

This is a strategy I christened ‘the HAS (half-time score 
away) strategy’. Quite simply, look for a match on 
www.betfair.com which is in-play, where the scoreline 
before half-time is 0-2 or higher to the away side.

Now wait until the start of the second half. Either back 
the home side that are 0-2 or 0-3 down, or lay the away 
side who are 0-2 or 0-3 up. Why? The good old-fash-
ioned hairdryer of course! The home team should get 
a rocket from their manager at half-time and come out 
galvanised in front of their fans for the second half.

The away side could be a tad complacent. These two 
ingredients have seen many comebacks from 0-2 and 
0-3 down, and provides you with a value bet, or better 
yet, trade.

March
Lucy Collins pointed to two interesting arbitrage ser-
vices: www.spymare.com and www.mathbet.com (the 
latter seems to have re-branded itself as www.betbig-
star.com/en-us). Incidentally, there are other arbing 

services such as that provided by Mike Cruikshank of 
www.bonusbagging.co.uk fame.

Arbitrage betting is as risk-free as you can get, but does 
require organisation and the funds to make it pay.

March was very much a Grand National issue, with 
articles on statistical angles and strategies for profiting 
from that most famous of steeple chases.

April
We looked at creating value from short-priced betting 
opportunities and how to find these opportunities in the 
horse, football and tennis markets. I also shared some 
of the trading and research secrets I use to make money 
for members of my DRT trading service – www.drt.
club. They are unique to What Really Wins Money, and 
if put into action, are very profitable.

May
May’s newsletter had a World Cup bent to it, but away 
from the football I introduced you to a really easy 
laying strategy for specific use with the All-Weather 
race meetings. Perfect for this time of year, as All-
Weather race meetings are becoming increasingly more 
frequent.

Here’s a reminder of what to do…

 » Look for handicap races at All-Weather (AW) race 
meetings.

 » Take note of the first named horse in the race card. 
Under the WGT column, make sure the horse is the 
top-weighted.

 » Note down all top-weighted horses that are top-
weighted on their own.

 » Lay all selections as long as their odds are less than 
10.00 decimal odds.

It has profited well for such a simple strategy and you 
can read an update on the system’s progress in the 
Home-Grown System Updates.

I recounted how I managed to pick a 142/1-winning 
horse and how that horse’s odds with the bookmaker 
were a measly 33/1. The lesson I shared? Look at using 
Betfair SP for bigger-priced selections.

I introduced another nice simple lay strategy for the 
All-Weather. This time we look at horses that have been 
penalised for winning their last race. These horses will 
usually have a ‘6x’, ‘9x’ or ‘12x’ next to their name. 

Quite simply lay all qualifying bets. It is in profit for 
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the year, as you’ll read in the Home-Grown Systems 
updates.

The evens treble was an idea passed on by a reader, 
which I shared with other readers in May’s newsletter. 
This idea has real promise. Here’s what you do: pick 
three selections (they must be at odds of 1.2, 1.25 and 
1.33); if the first bet wins, transfer the stake and profits 
to bet 2; if that wins, transfer the stake and profits to 
bet 3; If all three bets win, you will have doubled your 
money! The fractional version of those decimal odds is 
1/5, 1 /4, and 1/3.

I think we can safely say that selections at these odds 
will win far more often than they lose. Try it out for 
yourself. I would focus on tennis and football and tend 
to avoid short-priced horses.

In this issue, I also introduced you to www.squawka.
com. If you are a football punter, this website is an 
excellent resource, particularly for finding out which 
team is dominating as the match is being played. www.
squawka.com covers a number of key matches in-play 
and is free to access. 

The stats I follow are shots on target, shots off target, 
corners and possession. These four stats tend to give 
a good impression of the most dominant team in-play. 
There is a superb paid-for piece of software called 
www.inplaytrading.com, whose scanner collects in-play 
football statistics all on the one page. At £27 per month, 
it is now a ‘must have’ when I trade football and should 
be considered if you are a football trader at www.
betfair.com.

I use in-play stats a lot when I do live chats for mem-
bers of www.drt.club. They can be really profitable.

June
In June our focus was on the start of the Premiership 
season. I shared with you a number of excellent football 
niches which I use day-in and day-out to profit from. To 
remind you, these niches include:

 » The half-time niche. Focus on the half-time result 
and react to it.

 » The second-half niche. Is the favourite losing at 
half time? Why not back him for the second half?

 » The Both Teams to Score market. www.soccerstats.
com now covers Both Teams to Score statistics, 
and the odds are good enough to allow us a crack 
at this niche. In the Systems and Tipsters Update 
there is a service which tips Both Teams to Score 
and Win bets. This is a unique market where you 
select a team to win, and both teams to score in a 
single bet.

 » The Over 2.5 Goals market.
 » The newly-promoted-side niche. Will they struggle?

 » The top-teams niche. Focus on top teams only in 
major leagues.

 » The latch-onto niche. Latch onto one team and 
follow them all season. For example, last season 
we got to know Hoffenheim, who consistently 
scored and conceded, scored before half-time and 
had over 2.5 goals time and again.

 » Goal scorers not scoring for a while.
 » Underdog scoring first niche.
 » The 85th-minute niche. Check out the scoreline at 

85 minutes and if there is a potential shock, look to 
exploit it.

 » The HSA niche, which we covered earlier.
 » The 2-2 niche, which I use at www.drt.club.
 » Half-time/full-time lays.

As you can see, there are many niches in football to 
specialise in. By specialising, you narrow your focus 
and become far more adept than others at identifying 
good bets and trades.

I asked readers to start to take note of odd-on shots at 
the betting exchanges such as www.betfair.com. Odds-
on shots lose. The best markets for finding odds-on 
shots which lose are:

 » Place Only and Win Only betting in the horse 
racing.

 » Ladies’ tennis matches.
 » Set betting in tennis matches.

With the advent of the betting exchanges and the abil-
ity to lay, you can now lay some odds-on shots and 
have a great chance of profiting. Laying at odds below 
2.00 means your potential returns are greater than your 
stake. June’s article is worth reading again as it goes 
into greater depth.

August
In August’s return, I brought your attention to www.
soccerstats.com and its streaks and sequences, in time 
for the new football season. Sequences do end eventu-
ally, so follow this rule: ‘The longer the sequence, the 
nearer the sequence is to ending’. 

Bang up to date, and Burnley were looking to end a 
winless sequence in the Premiership. They were at 
home (a great advantage) and playing fellow strugglers 
Hull. So you could have focused on that as the match to 
back Burnley to win at last.

I told you of a new way to exploit each-way betting in 
August. Make a note of races where an original 8/9-
runner race has been reduced to seven runners or less. 
Why? Well, with bookmakers, if you were each-way 
betting, you would only be paid out on the first two 
places if your horse wins or comes second.

With www.betfair.com, they will continue to pay out 
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on three places. Fewer runners and three places means 
a greater probability that you can pick a horse to place 
only, at least. Do watch out for these races and if you 
want some great strategies for exploiting these, then 
www.whatreallywinsmoney.co.uk has August’s news-
letter available for you electronically.

September
I gave you a primer on how to pick the best Both Teams 
to Score football bets: it is a betting market I like. I 
shared with you two excellent Place Only laying betting 
strategies. Place Only betting is betting on a horse to 
finish first or second in a 7-runner or less field or first, 
second or third in an 8+ runner race.

Place Only laying, then, is backing a horse NOT to 
finish in the places. The appeal? You will be laying 
horses at very short odds, which means the money you 
risk (liability) is very low. The two strategies I shared 
are proving their worth so far and are worthy of your 
attention.

We also looked at tennis matches, and how to research 
these matches. The better your research, the better you 
will profit. 

October
October’s main feature was banker bets, which are bets 
which are highly likely to win. They are easier to find 
than you perhaps realised and do offer some solace 
from the roller-coaster of big-odds betting.

What grabbed your attention this year? Which strate-
gies did you find the easiest to implement and the 
most profitable? I have not even covered the strategies 
covered by in-house writers the Statman (horse racing 
statistics are his thing) and the Patriarch (who has a 
huge array of betting strategies and systems).

Don’t forget that you can download any of these news-
letters at www.whatreallywinsmoney.co.uk if any of 
these strategies piqued your interest again. And do 
remember, www.whatreallywinsmoney.co.uk is also the 
home of daily blog posts on a number of interesting bet-
ting angles which complement the newsletters well. So 
do make use of the website. It’s there for free for you.

BeTTING STRATeGY:

The Four-Point Profit 
Staking Plan

Firstly, what is an evens bet? An evens bet is a bet 
which will return the stake you placed on it as profit, 

if the bet wins. A £10 bet on an evens shot, therefore, 
returns £10 profit. With betting exchanges in mind, an 
evens bet is also expressed as 2.00 in decimal terms.

Let’s take a look at the staking plan first, and then I will 
provide you with some suggestions as to where to find 
evens bets consistently. Follow these steps to utilise this 
staking plan. It is a simple plan but may require reading 
and re-reading in order to clarify the plan in your mind.

 » Write down the numbers 1, 1, 1, 1 
 » Your first stake will be 2 points, created by adding 

the far left and far right numbers (bold ink and 
underlined above).

 » If the bet loses, add the losing stake (2 points, 
therefore, when starting out) to the far right of the 
original line of numbers 1, 1, 1, 1. Now our line of 
numbers looks like this: 1, 1, 1, 1, 2. After a losing 
bet, your next stake will be calculated in the same 
manner, i.e. the numbers to the far left and far right 
of the line. In this case, 1 and 2, so our next bet 
will be 3 points.

 » If the bet wins, you simply cross off the numbers at 
the far left and far right. If we are using the above 
example of 1, 1, 1, 1, 2, then if the bet wins, the 
next sequence will look like this: 1, 1, 1. The next 
bet would be what? Yes, 1+1 = 2 points.

 » This staking plan works by theoretically providing 
you with a four-point profit once all of the numbers 
in the line have been crossed off.

Let’s go through a quick example using the staking plan 
and evens bets.

The sequence begins at 1, 1, 1, 1. What I like to do is 
to put in bold and underline the far left and far right 
numbers. Our first bet will be 2 points staked (add the 1 
from the far left to the 1 on the far right).

Result? Bet loses (-2 points loss). Add the losing stake 
to the far right of the line, so the sequence becomes 1, 
1, 1, 1, 2. Our second bet will be 1+2 = 3 points.

Result? Bet loses (-5 points loss total). Add the losing 
stake to the far right of the line, so the sequence 
becomes 1, 1, 1, 1, 2, 3. Our third bet will be 1+3 = 4 
points.

Result? Bet wins (-1 point loss total). Cross off the last 
numbers on the far left and far right of the line. The 
sequence becomes 1, 1, 1, 2. Our fourth bet will be 1+2 
= 3 points.

Result? Bet wins (+2 points profit total). Cross off the 
last numbers on the far left and far right of the line. The 
sequence becomes 1, 1. Our fifth bet will be 1+1 = 2 
points.

Result? Bet wins (4 points profit total). The numbers 
have all been crossed off and a four-point profit has 
accrued.

The next thing you’re itching to know, I bet, is where to 
find these even bets?
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I would look at One v One sports firstly. We have 
snooker, tight darts matches and tennis and other racket 
sports. Look for tennis matches, for example, where 
one of the players is priced at evens or 2.00 on the bet-
ting exchanges. Look also in the Set Betting market for 
any evens chance there (good for laying, as you will 
read later on).

Look for evens bets in the following footballing betting 
markets:

 » Over/Under Goals markets. The odds for the 
Over/Under Goals markets do tend to vary, depend-
ing on the teams who are playing. I would recom-
mend taking a look through each of the Over/Under 
Goals markets, i.e. over/under 1.5, 2.5, 3.5, 4.5 
goals until you spot a market with an evens bet. 

 » Both Teams to Score market. Here is the market 
for one particular match:

This is a Yes/No market, and a 50/50 market. In the fea-
tured market above, there is a slight bias towards ‘No’ 
as the answer to Both Teams to Score. The odds are 
not strictly evens but if you notice the ‘Going In-Play’ 
tick, you can always wait until this match goes in-play 
and hope that one of these Yes or No markets odds hit 
evens.

Do check this market for as many football matches 
as you can, as we can oftentimes find a ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ 
outcome near to evens pre-match. 

 » Odds/Evens Goals market. In an ideal world, 
each of these bets would be evens. Some of the 
markets are near to evens. It may be worth waiting 
for markets where at least one of the bets is over 
evens or over 2.00 in decimal terms.

Here’s an example of such a market… Bear in mind 
that this is a market from www.betfair.com, so 2.00 
represents evens.

Can you see in this market, that backing ‘Odd’ is as 
near as we can get to an evens (2.00 in decimals) bet? 
An odd goals bet means that there will be 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 
etc, goals scored in total during the match.

Of course, in this age of backing and laying, laying 
an evens shot (2.00 – betting exchange commission 
notwithstanding) produces pretty much the same return 
as backing at evens.

From the same match, look at this evens shot… This 
was found in the half-time market.

You have a couple of options here. You can back the 
draw occurring at half-time (‘HT’) or lay the draw 
occurring at half-time (odds of 2.04). Which bet do 
you think gives you the greater chance of collecting a 
(roughly) evens return?

I do hope you said ‘The lay bet’. Why? Because by 
laying the draw, we are effectively backing Italy and 
Croatia to be winning at half-time. We are covering 2/3 
of the available market. By backing the draw, we are 
limited to the draw and nothing else.

So pay attention to lay bets in markets of more than 
two outcomes. You cover more outcomes by laying in 
markets of more than two outcomes.

Bottom line: Paper trade this staking plan if you like. 
Find as many evens bets as you can (or if you are a 
betting-exchange user, look for bets slightly over the 
2.00 price marker) and see if you can eliminate all of 
the numbers in the sequence, thus producing that four-
point profit. 

I think this has real potential and I will be looking 
for new ways for us to generate those evens bets (of 
course, the first non-sports betting place I would look 
would be evens/odds or red/ black in roulette. (Yes, 
with the zero these are not strictly evens bets, but you 
do get an evens payout!)

If I can, I will try and list evens shots for you in a given 
day, at www.whatreallywinsmoney.co.uk. Do note that 
when I work, betting markets can be illiquid at www.
betfair.com, which means I will probably place my early 
focus on bookmakers’ odds as a guide.

BeTTING ReSOURCeS:

An Introduction to 
Greyhound Racing

With greyhound racing stretching for up to 12 
hours a day, I thought to myself that there must 
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be a way to profit from the dogs. With that in mind, I 
am doing some research into some of the key websites 
and possible future angles we can use to make grey-
hound betting pay.

The website for the greyhound board of Great Britain is 
www.thedogs.co.uk. Click on ‘About Racing’ and then 
‘How to Read a Race Card’, for information on read-
ing greyhound form. Personally I would rather look for 
a mathematical solution to greyhound profits, i.e., we 
know there are six traps and five will lose, so how to 
profit?

The Results section of www.thedogs.co.uk is an excel-
lent starting point. What I want to do here is to start 
taking note of the trap numbers who won the races and 
see if there is a pattern (i.e., if a trap has not won in 
eight races, start backing it?) 

What is also of interest using this results section? We 
can look at the performance of favourites. Are odds-on 
shots layable? What if we had an odds-on shot in the 
trap with the worst historical record?

So, past results can be very revealing. In horse racing, 
past results can prove reliable in creating strategies to 
profit in the future. Is this the same with greyhound 
racing?

Open Races – Click on the ‘Open Races’ section at 
this site. What about a focus on Category 1 or Category 
2 races? The website lists the next Category 1 and 
Category 2 races. Are these the races featuring the best 
greyhounds? Is form and the betting market therefore 
more accurate? I refer again to horse racing and the 
top-class races.

The Racing Post online has its own section dedicated to 
greyhound racing. This can be found at:  
http://betting.racingpost.com/greyhounds/cards. Here’s 
a screenshot of what you’ll find:

Change to time order at the Racing Post’s betting site. 
This will ensure that you keep tabs when the next race 
is due to run.

At this website, a lot of work has been done by the 
Racing Post greyhound experts. Can we exploit their 
hard work? Below are some pointers for you:

Note here that the Racing Post has napped this race, 
meaning that the race is the one they are most confident 
about. Can we focus solely on napped races daily and 
perhaps lay the shortest-priced dog not mentioned in the 
final three Post picks? Or can we place-only back the 
first named dog when the Racing Post naps the race?

How about taking note of those dogs with the SMALL-
EST win chance? Are they layable? How about being 
layable for the place only?

What about the dog performance pointers, as seen 
below?

Can we look out for ‘horses for courses’, or rather, 
‘dogs for courses’?! Do certain dogs prefer a certain 
track? I’m not so sure. A course is a course is a course, 
isn’t it? It’s oval! And all a greyhound wants to do is 
chase a pretend rabbit!

Trap Record – 

Traps are a big factor in dog racing. Look for the trap 
with the biggest number of wins and also poor wins 
record. Now about trap 1 here? This dog has a poor 
record from trap 1 at Hall Green!
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Record in the class – 

Look at trap 5 for instance: a poor record over 10 
runnings. The more runs we can work with, the better 
a picture we can get, and a possible laying angle can 
become apparent.

Spotlight comments – 

Spotlight can offer some clues perhaps. See above. 
Look for really positive wording, or really negative 
wording. Trap 6’s Spotlight looks extremely favourable 
(and remember this: trap 6 was also napped).

Lastly, Greyhound form and stats – Look through 
each trap for eye-catchers. And Recent Trap Stats – 
is there one trap which really stands out with regards 
to wins? And, indeed, one with a really eye-catching 
losing sequence (trap 4 above for instance)?

Here are the results from that race (out of interest)…

Now, did you notice that the Racing Post nap got this 
race right. Not only that: they got first, second and third 
right. Worst trap by performance, trap 4, came fourth. 

Dog Form – If you want to get to know how to read 
form cards, then start at this website: 

http://www.bagsracing.com/greyhoundform.html. Race 
cards are available. Look for patterns (it’s something I 
enjoy looking for). Can you find the pattern in the race 
card below?

Notice how, when each of these dogs in this race are 
favourites, they have finished either first or second. In 
this race, trap 6 was favourite and won the race. 

Another excellent website for form statistics is www.
betfair.com and, more specifically, http://form.grey 
hounds.betfair.com/racingform.

There is potential here in the ‘last six races form sum-
mary’, as shown above. Perhaps note the dog trap 
number which appears most frequently, or the dog with 
the quickest race time?

Other websites to check out form reading on are http://
www.dog-track.co.uk/form.shtml and www.racingpost.
com. Sporting Life provide a series of selections daily 



8

at http://www.sportinglife.com/greyhounds/selections. 
How about comparing the Sporting Life selections and 
the Racing Post picks and backing trap numbers where 
these two agree? As well as horses, the Racing Post 
also provide comprehensive greyhound coverage. 

I introduced you to the betting site earlier. The site 
below is the standard site, found as part of www.racing-
post.com. Go to www.racingpost.com, ‘Greyhounds’, 
and then ‘Cards’. Click on ‘Choose Race’ and it will 
list all of the races on the one day.

Or you can have a standard view of the cards including 
race grade (A7, A8 etc). By long at race grade, you can 
perhaps limit yourself only to the higher class of races 
and hope that the dogs and the form is more consistent. 
This will certainly limit the workload.

There’s a Racing Post pick at the base of each card… 
and a Betting Forecast.

Can we use this Betting Forecast, as we do with some 
horse racing systems, to see if we can nick an each-way 
play perhaps? Or a dog to place only (Betfair has Place 
Only markets for greyhounds). How about laying the 
first or second Racing Post pick? How does that fare? 
Surely these dogs will be over-bet and thus be at a 
shorter price than they should be.

What about using the Racing Post Betting Forecast as 
a comparison to the live betting market? If a dog in 
the live betting is considerably shorter than its Betting 
Forecast price, will this signal a gamble?

The numbers 89 and 90, arrowed above, are Racing 
Post ratings (RPR). Now that was a surprise for me! I 
thought the RPR was the sole preserve of horse racing. 

Is this RPR for dogs something we can factor into a 
backing or laying system?

http://rss.betfair.com provides you with the BAGS 
results for the last 24 hours. Again, can we find patterns 
in previous results?

Bottom line – I have only scratched the surface here 
with this introductory look at greyhound racing. I am 
convinced that there is a way to profit. I haven’t even 
begun looking at dutching or permutations, and these 
will follow in future articles. Let me know if you have 
any greyhound angles yourself. I’ll pass on more inter-
esting dog-related betting ideas and websites at www.
whatreallywinsmoney.co.uk, as and when I find them.

THe PATRIARCH PReSeNTS:

Yes, You Really Can Profit 
From Backing Favourites

The subject for today, ladies and gentlemen, is 
favourites – and how some punters back no horses 

other than them, whilst others avoid them, always 
looking for value in something to beat the jolly. As is 
the case with so much of life, it all depends on one’s 
temperament. Here I nail my colours to the mast and 
declare that I am in the stable of the favourite backers.
First, some facts… It is, and has been for many years, a 
constant in racing over the Flat, National Hunt and All-
Weather that favourites win around 33% of all races. In 
other words, one in three of every race run is won by 
the favourite.
For me, that is not a bad starting point in our search 
for winners and profit. But it’s just a starting point, and 
there’s certainly no profit to be made by backing every 
favourite – indeed, you’d suffer very severe losses. Lest 
that might tempt you into thinking that easy profits can 
be made by laying every favourite, I’d have to warn 
you that while in the long run you might very well win, 
in the shorter term, losses would surely wipe you out. 
So, it’s backing favourites we are going to consider. If 
backing favourites who win one in every three races 
doesn’t give us a profit, then we must try and improve 
on that one-in-three figure. Thankfully, it can be done, 
and there are various ways of doing so. 
The first, and most obvious, is to back favourites only 
in non-handicap races. Immediately the strike rate is 
increased to around the 40% mark, or two in every five 
runners being a winner. If you click on the ‘favourites’ 
statistics at www.racingpost.com, for most meetings, 
this seems to be the case. Here is an example taken 
from Lingfield’s All-Weather meeting:
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The favourites in non-handicap races clearly out-per-
form the favourites in handicap races for the last five 
seasons.

Limit the races in which you back the favourite to ten 
runners or less, and the strike rate goes up slightly, once 
again. These are mechanical, objective decisions in 
which no personal judgement is required. But now I’m 
going to introduce something which does need your 
intervention… 

Let’s say we have two races, both non-handicaps, both 
with 10 or less runners and both have a favourite at 
2-1. In the first race, the second-favourite is priced at 
9-4, and in the other race the second-favourite is 5-1. 
I would ignore the first race but seriously consider 
backing the favourite in the second. Why? Clearly, in 
the first race there is very little between the first two 
horses, going by the betting, but in the second race the 
favourite is well ahead of its main rival, according to 
the market. (This is something Clive has referred to as a 
‘price-gapper’ in previous editions of What Really Wins 
Money). I would always look for a 3-point gap between 
the favourite and the next horse.

Here is an example of the type of non-handicap race 
you would seek to avoid:

The favourite and the second-favourite are too close 
together in the above race, aren’t they?

The race below would be on the cusp of making it as a 
qualifying race…

Although you cannot see the race title above, the race 
is a National Hunt Flat race, so is a non-handicap race. 
The race features a more pronounced gap between the 
favourite at 6/4 (Whitsundays) and the second-favourite 
(Officer Hoolihan at 4/1).

And here’s something else to take into account – the 
prices of the favourites. Suppose we manage to increase 
the strike rate of our favourites to 50% (which is quite 
feasible), and the average price of the winners is evens, 
then we are in a no-win/no-lose situation. But increase 
the average price of our winners to 6-4, say, and over 
100 bets we’ve made a profit of 25 points, or 125% 
ROI. That’s not huge, but compares very favourably 
with what you’ll get from any bank or building society. 

So, in backing our favourites we should not think of 
backing any at odds-on; evens will be our minimum 
price. I’d suggest too that we have a maximum price of 
4-1. Any favourite at a bigger price in a non-handicap 
race of 10 or less runners cannot be a very strong 
favourite.

These, then, are the bare bones of a possibly profitable 
system. Some of the ideas could be tested on a good 
racing database, such as Statman employs to such good 
effect on our behalf; but others, I’m afraid, couldn’t. 
To make all clear, I’ll go through and list the rules once 
again…

1. We are backing clear favourites – not joint or co – 
in non-handicap races. Jointn favourites will be two 
horses with the same odds, and co-favourites will 
see three or more horses heading the betting market 
with the same odds.

2. These races must not have more than 10 runners.

3. There must be a 3-point gap between the price of 
the favourite and that of the second-favourite. 

So, if the favourite is at evens, the second favourite 
must be priced at 4-1 or more. If the favourites are 
priced at 11-10, 6-5, 5-4, 11-8 or 6-4, then the second 
favourite must be priced at 9-2 or more (in our example 
above, if Officer Hoolihan’s odds rise to 9/2 before the 
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race is off, we will be able to back Whitsundays as a 
qualifying bet.) If the favourite is priced at 13-8, 7-4, 
15-8 or 2-1, then the second favourite must be priced at 
5-1 or more. If the favourite is priced at 9-4 or 5-2, then 
the second favourite must be priced at 11-2 or more. If 
the favourite is priced at 11-4 or 3-1, then the second 
favourite must be priced at 6-1 or more. If the favourite 
is priced at 10-3 or 7-2, then the second favourite must 
be priced at 13-2 or more. And finally, if the favourite is 
priced at 4-1, then the second favourite must be priced 
at 7-1 or more.

4. The price of the favourite must be one of those 
listed above.

5. For exchange punters it’s easier to work out the 
prices. The favourite must be 2 or more, but no 
more than 5. The difference between favourite 
and second favourite having to be 3 or more: just 
subtract the price of the favourite from that of the 
second favourite and the result must be 3 or more.

Here’s a look at the race we showed earlier, although 
this time, as it is presented at www.betfair.com:

The 3-point gap stipulated is not apparent at this 
moment. As the market forces take over throughout the 
day, we may get the price gap we desire. If this race 
were to see a qualifier, then Officer Hoolihan’s odds to 
back would have to be 5.52 or higher (2.52 + 3 points).

To make the plan stricter you may care to add some 
filters of your own. For example, you might wish the 
favourite to be clear top on RPR or Topspeed or both. 
You might want it to have won last time out or have fin-
ished within a length of the winner. Or you might like it 
to have run within the last 14 days. These are just some 
ideas, but you might well have some others of your 
own. Clearly, the stricter you make it the fewer will be 
the qualifiers. Indeed, if we are not getting many selec-
tions we may have to relax our original rules.

Favourites footnote – After finishing the above, I went 
to my collection of thousands of systems (a lot of them 
rubbish) and took a sample to see how many of them 
were favourite-based. I was not too surprised to find 
that the vast majority were definitely related to favou-
rites in some way.

Do take a look, if you are online, at websites such as 
www.oddschecker.com. These websites allow you to 
see the market prices for all of the races at one meet-
ing on one page. It also shows the race title (to make 
sure the race is not a non-handicap) and the number of 
runners.

Note – Clive has mentioned the ‘price gapper’ concept 
in the past at What Really Wins Money and he used 
the Racing Post Betting Forecast in which to shortlist 
races.

Here’s an example of a Racing Post Betting Forecast 
price gapper:

This is a non-handicap featuring nine runners. Look at 
the Betting Forecast (freely available at www.racing-
post.com). Suitsus is priced at 5/4 and Deftera Fantutte 
at 9/2.

Do note that the Betting Forecast is just the journalist’s 
idea of how the betting market will look, but they can 
offer you a shortlist of possible qualifying races. The 
live betting market will need to be checked of course, 
as it is the live betting prices which are used in order to 
determine qualifying bets.

That’s all from me for now – back over to Clive…

THe STATMAN PReSeNTS:

The McCoy Cash Machine

One person even non-racing sports fans will have 
heard of is champion jockey A.P. McCoy (he just 

hates being called Tony, whatever others may say) – the 
champion every year since 1995/96 and recognised as 
the greatest Jumps jockey that ever graced the sport. 
The winner of the BBC Sports Personality of the Year 
in 2010, he has taken ‘our’ sport more mainstream, but 
with all those winners I wonder if there is any way to 
show a profit? Does he have favourite courses, dis-
tances, going – or is he so well backed by the majority 
of punters that we can sort out a laying system? Let’s 
have a better look…
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As always with these Statman articles, the rules are 
as follows: all figures recorded are to £1 stakes; and 
Betfair prices are after 5% commission (standard rate, 
yours may vary).

In the first instance, I’ll include all races on all goings 
at all tracks, after which we will look to see if we can 
break it down further in any way.

Runners Winners Strike rate 
%

Profit/Loss 
Betfair 
Starting 
Price

Profit/Loss 
Industry 
Starting 
Price

9,239 2,179 23.58% -£507.06 -£1,264.85

At the risk of sounding like a founder member of his 
fan club, this is a great strike rate over such a period 
of time – but I am still hoping we can do better. What 
about handicap vs non-handicap races? 

Handicaps only:
Runners Winners Strike rate 

%
Profit/Loss 
Betfair 
Starting 
Price

Profit/Loss 
Industry 
Starting 
Price

4,590 862 18.78% -£209.63 -£641.12

Non-handicaps only:
Runners Winners Strike rate 

%
Profit/Loss 
Betfair 
Starting 
Price

Profit/Loss 
Industry 
Starting 
Price

3,847 1,142 29.69% -£117.79 -£396.06

These are interesting figures but there are no great sur-
prises – in the better races (where, to be fair, he is often 
on the better horses), he has a higher strike rate and 
lower losses, but still not enough to direct us toward a 
profit. So how about the different codes – Bumpers vs 
Hurdles vs Chases, I wonder?

Bumpers (also known as National Hunt Flat races):
Runners Winners Strike rate 

%
Profit/Loss 
Betfair 
Starting 
Price

Profit/Loss 
Industry 
Starting 
Price

812 177 21.80% -£164.97 -£216.48

Hurdles:
Runners Winners Strike rate 

%
Profit/Loss 
Betfair 
Starting 
Price

Profit/Loss 
Industry 
Starting 
Price

5,301 1,284 24.22% -£234.00 -£686.48

Chases:
Runners Winners Strike rate 

%
Profit/Loss 
Betfair 
Starting 
Price

Profit/Loss 
Industry 
Starting 
Price

3,226 740 22.94% -£67.12 -£335.09

Again, precious little learned as he shows amazing con-
sistency in all types of race and an over 20% strike rate 
– or one winner in five races. I should have known that 
looking to pick holes was going to be a fruitless task. 

Distances could be interesting – he isn’t getting any 
younger; could it be possible that the further they go 
the fewer winners he has?

Distance:
Distance Run-

ners
Win-
ners

Strike rate 
%

Profit/Loss 
Betfair 
Starting 
Price

Profit/Loss 
Industry 
Starting 
Price

2 miles 2,698 671 24.87% -£252.47 -£463.63
2 miles 1f – 
2 ½ miles

3,314 710 21.42% -£111.70 -£386.74

2m 5f to 3 
miles

2,515 562 22.34% -£113.43 -£319.41

3miles 1f 
plus

634 220 34.70% -£18.27 -£78.84

An egg-on-face moment for me, as A.P. continues to 
hit an over 20% strike rate and does even better over 
further. The man is simply a machine – but I haven’t 
finished yet. There are numerous other angles we can 
look at, and surely one of them will pay us a profit?

How about by month? Are there certain months when 
he rides better than others, or perhaps when other jock-
eys are suspended, or on their holidays, so his chances 
of riding a winner increase?

By month:
Month Run-

ners
Win-
ners

Strike rate 
%

Profit/Loss 
Betfair 
Starting 
Price

Profit/Loss 
Industry 
Starting 
Price

January 749 177 23.63% +£75.38 -£11.38
February 685 161 23.50% -£62.52 -£113.32
March 785 149 18.98% -£164.02 -£217.62
April 793 163 20.55% -£52.69 -£123.05
May 958 249 25.99% -£65.93 -£129.65
June 801 201 25.09% -£70.96 -£129.48
July 684 180 26.32% -£32.70 -£73.43
August 636 159 25.00% -£72.54 -£118.01
September 542 143 26.38% +£33.56 -£14.52
October 867 196 22.61% -£29.95 -£113.61
November 943 213 22.59% -£128.43 -£206.28
December 796 188 23.62% +£63.74 -£15.32

At last – a chink of light at the end of a very long tunnel! 
He does better in January, September, and December 
than any other month, and we can make a profit backing 
him then, while we can lay all his mounts on the other 
months and make money that way too. 

Next, we ought to look by trainer – no way am I going 
to bore you by listing them all here, so how about the 
top 10 to back? Oh, and I have removed any trainers no 
longer in the business for obvious reasons.

Trainer:
Trainer Run-

ners
Win-
ners

Strike rate 
%

Profit/Loss 
Betfair 
Starting 
Price

Profit/Loss 
Industry 
Starting 
Price

 J.J. Lambe 75 20 26.67% +£40.92 +£23.03
John O’Shea 42 19 45.24% +£34.77 +£27.86
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Thomas 
Mullins

17 5 29.41% +£34.50 +£20.50

David Pipe 214 70 32.71% +£29.13 +£9.05
Gary Moore 66 20 30.30% +£23.43 +£16.41
Jim Best 124 49 39.52% +£20.88 +£13.40
Kim Bailey 33 16 48.48% +£20.65 +£17.51
Tom George 42 11 26.19% +£18.64 +£10.83
Brendan 
Powell

188 44 23.40% +£17.36 -£3.16

Gordon 
Elliott

98 33 33.67% +£14.02 +£3.14

Backing the top 10 most successful trainers would see 
an overall profit of £254.30 to £1 stakes (BSP), which 
is decent enough in the circumstances and with a strike 
rate of 31.92%.

Lastly, it seems sensible to find out if he rides particular 
tracks better than any others – or worse (though that 
looks unlikely based on his incredible consistency so 
far)…

Course:

Course Run-
ners

Win-
ners

Strike rate 
%

Profit/Loss 
Betfair 
Starting 
Price

Profit/Loss 
Industry 
Starting 
Price

Sandown 228 56 24.56% +£125.84 +£80.61
Exeter 246 53 21.54% +£65.60 +£16.05
Plumpton 175 49 28.00% +£59.32 +£23.40
Chepstow 167 38 22.75% +£39.83 +£14.03
Leicester 119 43 36.13% +£29.72 +£17.63
Newton 
Abbot

438 120 27.40% +£27.54 -£16.55

Worcester 658 172 26.14% +£22.22 -£27.81
Huntingdon 289 76 26.30% +£21.30 -£4.22
Newbury 341 71 20.82% +£16.98 -£8.35
Wetherby 143 49 34.27% +£14.93 +£5.57

Backing his rides at these 10 tracks would have added 
another £422.68 to £1 stakes (BSP), which is another 
way to follow the great man and make money doing so.

Conclusions:

Firstly, my hat off to A.P. McCoy – not only is he as 
good as we all thought he was, he is even better. Those 
using a staking system could do worse than simply fol-
lowing every one of his rides, staking accordingly, as I 
doubt any other jockey hits a one-in-five strike rate year 
after year in all races, tracks and conditions as he does. 
That said, we did find that if we back him in January, 
September and December only, we would have made 
a profit of £172.68 to a mere £1 stake – not amazing I 
agree, but food for thought nonetheless. 
If we also back the top 10 trainers as listed above, we 
can add another £254.30 to the kitty, and then we need 
to follow him at the top 10 tracks for another £422.68 – 
a total of £849.66 profit for the three options combined.
Back over to Clive now…
Thanks to the Statman for all of his hard work during 

2014. He does spend a long time ‘data-mining’ on your 
behalf each month, and his articles are an excellent look 
at how the past can hint at possible future profitability.
Now my attentions turn to a final round-up of my 
‘Home-Grown’ betting systems for 2014…

RevIewS:

Home-Grown Systems 
Updates

These betting systems all have one thing in common: 
they are profiting currently, and they are as easy as 

A-B-C to implement.

Laying penalised horses on the All-Weather – Here’s 
a nice simple lay idea which was originally presented 
by our very own Statman! It’s an ideal strategy to 
implement at this time of the year.

Find a horse running on the All-Weather (any venue 
with the letters ‘A.W.’ in brackets, e.g., ‘Lingfield 
(A.W.)’) who is carrying a penalty. Here’s how to iden-
tify a horse carrying a penalty:

Notice the ‘6x’ (sometimes there’ll be a ‘7x’ or a ‘12x’) 
after Flemish School? This signifies that the horse is 
carrying a 6lb penalty.
Quite simply, we lay all of these qualifying horses on 
the All-Weather.
Since November 2013, a £100 betting bank has turned 
into £304, looking to win £10 per lay bet. If you want 
to squeeze out a little more profit, only lay horses at 
odds of over 3.5. The number of bets has reduced 
considerably, and with a strike rate of 85% and a profit 
figure to £10 stakes of £393, there’s a slight loss on the 
month, but a profit over the year. A long-term focus 
therefore is a pre-requisite.
Nine qualifying bets this November and this will 
increase as the All-Weather racing provides the Flat 
racing this winter. Please note that this profit was 
realised by laying all selections at all odds, so do bear 
that in mind. There have been some double-figure odds 
selections which means liabilities can fluctuate. 
Still, the strategy is simplicity itself and has profited 
steadily over a 12-month season. A hope then that the 
past performance can be replicated.
Two-horse race placers – In 2013 I introduced you to 
a Place Only backing system I called the ‘Two-horse 
race placers’. With this system, we are looking at just 
one bet on the horse to place only.
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The 2013 profit figure was encouraging. A £100 betting 
bank turned into £469 over the year, place-backing 
selections with £10 bets. An 81% strike rate was excel-
lent, and I included only one stipulation: we back selec-
tions to place at odds of between 1.1 and 1.5 only.
Making selections is simplicity itself. We look for 
apparent two-horse races in the Betting Forecast at 
www.racingpost.com. Here’s an example: 505 Killar-
ney Betting Forecast: 11/10 Martello Tower, 2/1 Bad-
gerfort, 7/1 Clondaw Dude. The selection is the favou-
rite with the bookmakers, which may differ from the 
Betting Forecast presented above.
I like to cater for all here at What Really Wins Money, 
so if a high strike rate and no rollercoaster rides is your 
bag, then this strategy will suit you. 
The bank is in profit. Backing £10 stakes has turned 
£100 into £286.50 from 1 January 2014 to 15 Novem-
ber 2014. I remain hopeful of a better profit come 31 
December 2014. The system has bounced back from 
a low of £20 betting bank (from an original £100). Do 
follow selections under the posts ‘Home-Grown system 
selections – two-horse race placers’ at www.whatreal-
lywinsmoney.co.uk.
In 2015, I think the months of January and February 
may have to be avoided. Perhaps it’s the Jumps racing, 
or the bad ground, but for two years now, this strategy 
has faltered in the first couple of months of a new year.
With the betting bank producing a 20-point profit now, 
I hope in the last month of 2014 we can post some more 
profits from this little strategy, and record a second con-
secutive year of profits. An 82% strike rate remains as it 
was last month, so the consistency is there. 
I must say I am finding this little strategy to be one of 
my favourites in my betting portfolio. The key? Do 
make sure that you back selections at between 1.1 and 
1.5 – this is critical to the profit-making.
Laying the favourite in Irish Bumpers – Here’s 
another profit-maker in which I provide the selections 
for you daily at the website. Go to www.racing post.
com. Click on ‘Cards’ and select ‘Today’s Cards’. 
Scroll down to any meeting which has an ‘(IRE)’ in 
brackets. This signifies Ireland. Look at the race card 
for that meeting and note any instance of ‘INH Flat 
Race’.
Here’s an example:

These races usually appear at the end of an Irish Jumps 
race meeting. 
Since November 2012 to 15 November 2014, a £100 
betting bank stands at £289, laying to £10 stakes. That’s 
a gain of 19 points, which is reasonable given the ease 
of the selection strategy. I did look at some more stak-
ing plans for this strategy. 
This staking plan, part of www.thestakingmachine.
com, has increased the profit from £289 to £834. What 
interests me is that we know beforehand what the 
maximum risk for this staking plan will be. Full details 
can be found at http://www.thestakingmachine.com/
lay14.php. Do you understand the mechanics of this 
staking plan from the description given? It is one of the 
staking plans used with www.stakingmachine.com, as 
I say. This is a piece of software which is invaluable to 
a person such as myself. I like to identify staking plans 
which alternate from the usual level stakes, but have 
two important characteristics. These are:

 ✓ an ability to outperform level stakes;
 ✓ an assurance that the money staked with these 

alternate staking plans is low. 
The lay 1-4 staking plan meets both criteria.

As the focus is on short-priced favourites, this gentle 
loss-retrieval plan looks ideal.

Do note that we had a run of 10 favourites winning in 
October, yet still over the year a profit has accrued, so 
again this is a lay strategy I certainly include in my 
portfolio. How easy is it to find selections? If you want 
to add risk, and increase potential profit, then utilise the 
lay 1-4 lay strategy as featured at www.thestakingm-
aching.com and explained at http://www.thestakingma-
chine.com/lay14.php.

Laying handicap top weights on the All-Weather 
– This is another simple laying strategy which I hope 
will continue profiting into the new All-Weather winter 
season. Quite simply, look out for horses that are the 
top weights in handicap races, on their own, at All-
Weather meetings. At www.racingpost.com, hover your 
mouse over ‘Cards’ and make a note of any meeting 
with the letters ‘(A.W.)’. In the example below, we see 
Lingfield:

Click on that meeting and note down any handicap 
races. We are looking for the horse that is carrying the 
most weight in the race, on its own.
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In the example below, we see Loraine is the only top-
weighted horse:

 

In the ‘WGT’ column (weight) we see Loraine stand 
alone at 9-13. The next horse has 9-11. Loraine will 
qualify as a bet if the horse’s odds are 10 or under. We 
lay Loraine at www.betfair.com to level stakes.

Since 16 November 2013, a £100 betting bank has 
turned into £469, which is extremely encouraging but a 
loss on the month. The All-Weather programme is now 
in full swing and the number of selections has increased 
markedly.

The lay ladder – Did you try out my lay ladder idea 
from June’s What Really Wins Money?

Here’s a quick reminder…

Focus on the All-Weather racing. Focus on Maiden, 
Claiming Stakes races and Sellers only.

Lay any favourite whose odds are over 3.5 using loss-
retrieval. So: 

 » Bet 1 = Lay Horse A at odds of 3.5 for £10. The 
horse wins. You lose £25. 

 » Bet 2 = Lay Horse B at odds of 3.5 to win £10 and 
£25 lost from Bet 1. Horse wins. You lose £87.50.

 » Bet 3 = lay Horse C at odds of 3.5 to win £10 and 
£25 lost from Bet 1 and £87.50 lost from Bet 2. 
The horse loses. You win.

Last month I reminded you that this is a high-risk bet-
ting strategy. With high risk comes quick rewards, and 
let’s take off the rose-tinted specs for a second: this 
type of betting also comes with quick losses. 

From 5 January, laying the favourites in Maiden, 
Claimers and Sellers to win a target of £10, and a 
lay ladder betting cycle of only three (as above, only 
three bets in the cycle) has turned £100 into £1,029 by 
30 October 2014. This is an excellent return by any 
standard. And then the dreaded run of four consecutive 
losses appeared. 

Remember what I said about quick losses? This 
sequence turned said £1,028.91 into £332.07.

High risk giveth and high risk taketh away. I would 
recommend a high-risk element to your betting portfo-

lio though, and loss retrieval, in all of its forms, enters 
that category.

When I initially mentioned this loss-retrieval lay strat-
egy, I did recommend a period of profit-taking quite 
simply down to the fact the strategy was so high-risk. 
Had you taken out some of the profit when the bet-
ting bank turned quickly into £1,000, then your losses 
would have not accrued from your initial starting bank.

The betting bank lies currently at £378 and we are on 
a current sequence of five consecutive losing lays over 
odds of 3.5 as recommended.

Laying odds on in the Place Only market – October’s 
What Really Wins Money was very much focused on 
banker bets, and I began the newsletter by offering you 
a solution on how to profit by laying ‘apparent’ good 
things in the Place Only market at www.betfair.com. 
The solution to laying odds-on shots, I argued, was to 
lay them to a fixed liability.

The actual strategy I put forward was to lay handicap 
‘price gappers’ in the Place Only market. I will start to 
share daily selections with you at the website, because 
this idea excites me. Laying odds-on shots (largely) in 
the Place Only market using this strategy has turned a 
£100 stake into £644.76 and that is using a simple £10 
as fixed liability per bet. It is very exciting. You know 
your maximum loss, and the shorter the selection you 
can get to not place, the more money you make!

I have a number of new Home-Grown betting strategies 
brewing in the background which I will share with you 
soon, probably via www.whatreally 
winsmoney.co.uk during December, as there is no 
newsletter that month. I have been keeping track of 
the performance of Novice Chase and Handicap Chase 
favourites. (Are they vulnerable? Chase fences are 
bigger than hurdles.) 

RevIewS:

System & Tipsters Update

Welcome to the last System and Tipsters Update 
of 2014. Do keep tabs at www.whatreallywin 

smoney.co.uk as I’ll be updating performances of tip-
sters covered there during December.

Diamond Racing Lays – www.diamondracinglays.
com. Diamond Racing Lays is one of the services 
which were being offered by www.betsfortoday.com 
but it seems they have let them go. Selections are layed 
to a maximum cut-off price of 3.99. 

I think we have given www.diamondracinglays.com 
sufficient time and it does not appeal to me as some-
thing I would part £27 per month for: -4.49 points for 
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the year now and a worse loss if considering the £27 
per month.

We can conclude here that these layers of horses at 
odds of 3.99 or less are building a rod for their own 
back. Their focus on short prices is to be admired, as 
liabilities are controlled. Too many, alas, are ‘justifying’ 
their short odds and winning.

Favourite Lays – www.favouritelays.com – is a similar 
service which I will not monitor further. It is another 
service offered by www.betsfortoday.com and has actu-
ally had a reasonable last three months. It is another 
service where the cut-off point for laying is set at 3.99. 
The service has seen a 5.7-point profit from 1 Septem-
ber 2014 to 1 November 2014, but for the year, we have 
seen a 14.37-point loss, and that does not account for 
the monthly fees of £27.

Too little too late, if basing our judgement on a reason-
ably long 11 months.

Andy Bell Racing – from www.betfan.com – has had 
a very good year. There have been only three losing 
months this year, and a resultant 575.96-point profit 
for the year. The last three months have seen, though, a 
66.6-point loss. Bets are placed at between 2 points and 
10 points, so bear that in mind when referring to the 
points profit for the year. 

At £58 per month, this service is a little expensive, but 
if you have a focus on the longterm, then past perfor-
mance suggests a profitable outcome. Those joining 
in the last quarter of this year though would be very 
disappointed.

The Gambling Don – This is another horse racing 
tipster from www.betfan.com. Stakes are typically 4 
or 5 points to win and 3 points each way, although the 
Gambling Don increases and decreases stakes as per his 
greater confidence in some selections.

A 570.98-point profit for the year to the end of October 
is excellent. Only two losing months includes October 
2014. At £58 per month, if the winning months con-
tinue, then this is a good horse racing tipping service.

Victor Value Racing – This is a service offered by 
www.betsfortoday.com and has made some encour-
aging progress to date. So what’s involved? Tips are 
received by email the night before, or on the day of the 
race(s) in question and are to simple level stakes. There 
is an excellent write-up providing arguments as to why 
Victor Value has chosen particular horses in particular 
races. This is a welcome addition to any service.

Odds are usually very good and are predominantly Win 
Only, which surprises me given the prices of some of 
the selections. (I wonder whether each-way betting 
with its Place Only safety net would increase profit? 

There are some each-way selections.) I repeat the warn-
ing though: if you join, you might join in the midst of 
a losing run. That is a very real possibility, but all I do 
ask is that you give him fair time.

This is a service with which to take a long-term view. 
You simply must. That is the make-up of this service. 
We have seen a 92-point profit for the year to date (15 
November 2014) but those joining recently will be 
wondering what the fuss is all about. The service has 
had losing runs of 19, 15 and 14, which can be difficult 
to accept. These losing runs were interrupted by wins at 
decimal odds of 7, 5, 6, 6 and 5.

Victor Value has been treading water since June 2014. 
This is very much a Marmite tipster. Like others I have 
featured before, such as www.price-power.com, you are 
likely to see a profit year-end, but may join at a time 
when there are losing runs. Thus this really could knock 
confidence. This is a service where you must have a 
long-term view. If you don’t, then it won’t work.

Each-Way Earners – I began monitoring an each-
way service called Each-Way Earners from www.
tipsterwarehouse.co.uk, primarily because I believe that 
each-way betting in horse racing is the ideal method of 
betting, because it provides you with a better chance of 
getting a return from each bet.

Betting at 1 point each way (a total of 2 points), Each-
Way Earners has amassed 154 points profit for the year 
to date, which is good. Since 1 October 2014, we have 
seen a 1.82-point loss to date.

Bets are advised via bookmakers (best odds guaranteed 
bookmakers are recommended), but as I recounted last 
month, Betfair SP can really out-perform bookmaker 
SP (I gave you that example of a bookmaker’s 33/1-
shot which I backed at odds of 142/1 using Betfair 
SP!). It may be worth comparing performance.

I like the general vibe of this each-way service, I must 
say, and look forward to monitoring it further. With 
one-to-three bets per day, it is easy to implement. At 
£29.95 per month, the service is reasonably priced.

The Each-Way Statman – Not to be confused, of 
course, with our very own Statman, The Each-Way 
Statman is a service provided under the umbrella of the 
Winning Information Network (www. 
winninginformationnetwork.com). Each-Way Statman’s 
website is found at http://bit.ly/eachwaystats.

The Each-Way Statman asserts that, for him, the prior-
ity is on making sure his selections finish in the places 
(usually three places with 8+ runner races), as that 
ensures that the betting bank is protected and marginal, 
but consistent returns are acquired.

The service has produced a 172-point profit for the 
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year. For a tipster who focuses on getting his horses 
placed, the Each-Way Statman had a whopping 20 
horses unplaced during October. A 16.15 profit for the 
month was thanks to one bet, Wishfull Thinking, win-
ning at odds of 17 (16/1 fractional). 

November has been really poor to date, with all 16 
selections unplaced. Not quite in line with the spiel at 
the website: ‘We don’t necessarily care if our tips win 
because we’re not seeking winners. Yes, it’s fantastic 
when recent selections win at 12/1 and above, as they 
have many times, but we just see that as a nice bonus 
because all we care about is making a regular tidy profit 
and second or third placement usually does the trick!’

As befits the time of the year, a lot of selections are 
derived from the All-Weather and the Jumps, and it is 
with the latter that the Each-Way Statman is struggling, 
with horses pulled up, refusing to start and running 
poorly in the recent competitive Cheltenham card.

Year-long profit is what keeps me interested: recent per-
formance since October is decidedly off-putting. We’ll 
see how he performs over time.

Top Secret Tips – This is a horse racing service from 
www.tipsterwarehouse.co.uk, whose focus is on those 
horses near the head of the betting market. The majority 
of the selections are at odds of 5.00 and below (4/1 in 
fractional terms), but over time there has been a handful 
of selections at odds of between 5-8 maximum (4/1–7/1 
fractional odds). 

A 61-point profit for the year is reasonable and a 
25-point profit since 1 October 2014.

Stakes are usually 2 points. Top Secret Tips has hit a bit 
of form. Will it continue? I will monitor it. The sub-
scription costs £29.95 per month.

The Racing Professionals – I introduced you to this 
service at http://bit.ly/racingpro last month and told you 
to watch out for them when their main service returned 
in April. This service’s horse racing section usually 
focuses solely on April to October, so I looked instead 
at the Both Teams to Score (BTTS) and Win service. 
This is a niche market where you back a team to win 
and both teams to score. 

The odds can therefore be more competitive than those 
found individually in the Match Odds market or the 
Both Teams to Score market. The service has seen a 
14.7-point profit since 1 October 2014. I must warn 
you, though, that this service is only two months old, 
and one swallow does not make a summer. I would 
want to see a longer set of results before getting over-
excited. 

Incidentally, I mentioned modelling earlier in the 
review of 2014, if you’ll recall. Why don’t you see if 

you can pick selections in this unique Both Teams to 
Score (BTTS) and Win market?

The Racing Professionals also now provide an All-
Weather service which has seen a claimed profit of 227 
points for the year to date. Given the time of year, and 
the increasing frequency of All-Weather racing, this of 
course interests me, so I’ll be monitoring this service.

Soccer Streaks – www.soccerstreaks.com. As I said 
last month, if you want to pay someone to provide you 
with tips at around the 1.2 to 1.4 mark, then all power 
to you. That is what www.soccerstreaks.com does.

For £34.99 you get a 20-page manual and a spreadsheet 
to record your results. The VIP service is £9.99 per 
month and for that you’ll get the convenience of selec-
tions being made for you. Some of the selections are in 
leagues I would never dream of entering, but that may 
be down more to the time of the year than anything 
else.

The end of September and beginning of October saw 
five losing selections, which will really hit the bank, 
particularly if betting a third of your betting bank as 
advised. To be fair though, the two weeks which fol-
lowed were profitable, despite two more losers being 
hit.

All in all, the idea could be a good investment-type 
plan for you. Stakes are high if you are following rec-
ommendations. 

I personally would never dream of paying anyone 
to provide me with 1.2-1.4 odds tips, but then I am 
steeped in football daily, and others lead lives where 
the convenience of selections being made for you is 
appealing.

Some of the leagues early in this season have been 
obscure and there will be no liquidity if betting at www.
betfair.com. You may have to search bookmakers to 
find those covering the more obscure selections, but 
services such as www.oddschecker.com could help.

All in all, www.soccerstreaks.com is making a profit 
and that’s all we can ask for. We are, though, only a few 
losing bets away from oblivion. Therein lies the balanc-
ing act with banker bets! That 90% strike rate must be 
maintained.

Although this is the last paper newsletter of 2014, make 
sure you check the WINS website regularly for updates 
and news: www.whatreallywinsmoney.co.uk


